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1. Meeting Opened: 1000hrs 

 
2. Departed Comrades:   

 
ODE 
 

3. Attendance: As per register 
 

4. Apologies:  Ian Bourne, Arthur Faulks, Rick Avery, David House, Denis O’Brien & Joe Yukich 
 

5. Welcome to New Members:  Leoni Oxley 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 Motion:  That the Minutes of the meeting held at the Special General Meeting dated the 18th November 

be accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 Moved:  Mel Thompson   Seconded:  Eric Aitkins                  CARRIED 
 Motion: That the Minutes of the meeting held at the General Meeting dated the 18th November 2025 be 

accepted as a true and accurate record. 
Moved: Gary Fernihough     Seconded:  Eric Aitkins                             CARRIED 

 
7. Business Arising from Minutes:  Nil 

 
8. Presidents Report:  

 I have been advised that the Occupational Service Provided by Life Live It, is no longer being provided 
due to a current court case.  I have available details of a Provider that I have changed to if people are 
interested. 

 I would like to thank Members of the Committee and Shorty, our Battling on Editor, for your support 
during the year. 

 I would also like to thank Bernadette and Chris for their Dedication in running the office and keeping us 
on track. 

 I would also like to wish everyone all the best for the Festive season and a happy and prosperous 2026. 
  

9. Correspondence: 
IN:   

 18th November Les Anderson   Letter Re:  DVA Companion Card  
2nd December RSLWA   Email Re:  Remembrance Day Wreath Laying 
OUT:  

 3rd December  Members   Email Re:  December General Meeting Information 
 3rd December  Members   Email Re:  Battling On Magazine Information 
 4th December  RSLWA   Email Re:  Remembrance Day Wreath Laying Reply 

 
 Motion: That the correspondence be accepted. 
 Moved:  Peter Knight       Seconded:  Geoff Sutherland                 CARRIED 
 

10. Business Arising from Correspondence:  
Nil 

 
11. Financial Statement and Treasurers Report: 

 Motion: That the Financial Statement and Treasurers Report be accepted. 
 Moved:  Mel Thompson    Seconded:  Peter McNeill                             CARRIED 
 Property Market – Les Verco – Has there been any report on the property market? 
 Bruce Newton – Nothing as of yet.  We are in talks with people to see where we can go.  We’ll look 

closer to February.  We’re not going to rush into it, we need to find something with a good return. 
 

12. Federal Business: 
 Colin Benporath - Today there is an ESORT meeting being held in Canberra.  I shall receive a report 

from this.  The minister for Veterans Affairs sent out an email to all organisations requesting our input  
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 on the formation and structure on the new Veterans Peak Body.  His office asked for a response by the 

following day.  I stated that this had to go to all Directors and that he would receive a reply by February. 
I then received an email stating that the date was in error, it should have been the 19th December.  Even 
still, they won’t get a reply until February. 

 
13. General Business:  

• Reminder Office Closure – The office will be closed from Monday 15th December 2025 and will 
re-open on Monday 2nd February 2026. 

• Funeral Expenses – Rick Ryan – I received an email outlaying the changes on the 1st July 2026 in 
relation to funeral expenses.  There are conflicting paragraphs, one stating that MRCA will receive 
$14,990 and another, which relates to most of us, if we qualify for the $3,000 then you are entitled to 
the $14,990.  I feel this information was in conflict.  Hopefully, something will be brought up about 
this at the ESORT meeting today. 

 
14. Motions on Notice:  Nil 

 
15. Raffles: 

Door Prize  Ross Evans   
Ham Raffle  Ross Evans  
Cash & Prizes Congratulations to all the prize winners 

16. Next Meeting: General Meeting 10th February 2026 @ 1000hrs 
      

17. Meeting Closed: 1022hrs 
 

 
Dated this 10th day of February 2026 

     
    
    Colin Benporath 
    Chairperson 


