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1. Meeting Opened: 1002hrs 

 
2. Departed Comrades:  Brian Morton & David Scott 

 
ODE 
 

3. Attendance: As per register 
 

4. Apologies:  Graeme Caddy, Kevin Fowler, Peter Vlachou, Chris Rampant, David Hahn, Peta Connelly, 
Graham Purkiss & Bob Saunders. 
 

5. Welcome to New Members:  Gilbert Clark 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 Motion: That the Minutes of the meeting held at the General Meeting dated the 9th December 2025 be 

accepted as a true and accurate record. 
Moved: Trefor Thomas     Seconded: Geoff Sutherland                             CARRIED 

 
7. Business Arising from Minutes:   

Funeral Expenses – Rick Ryan – It was announced that it has changed.  As of the 1st of July 2026, 
those under VEA will have access to $14,000, but it is by application and is subject to receipts. 
 

8. Presidents Report:  
Welcome to our first Meeting for 2026. I hope you all had a great Festive Season and have all settled 
into 2026 all ready for another year. Even though the Office has been closed, your Committee and Office 
Staff have kept our eyes on happenings to ensure that we are across what is coming up. 
This month, on the 14th of February, it will be the 75th anniversary of National Service and the National 
President will be representing the TPI Federation at a Commemorative Service in Canberra. 
This Friday, nominations for some of the Committee Positions close, so if any of you wish to nominate 
for any of the vacancies as advertised in the last Battling On, Friday is the deadline. 
This year on July 1st, the “Veterans Harmonisation Legislation” comes into operation, if you are not 
fully across the changes involved, you can look it up on the web. 
This year is also Honouring the Hidden Service. This is to honour the “Partners of Veterans,” those that 
do so much in the background by standing by their Veterans. 

 
9. Correspondence: 

IN:   
4th February   Wanneroo RRSL   ANZAC Day Service Invitation 
8th February   Albany TPI Group   Disband and Dissolve  
9th February   RSLWA    ANZAC Day Service Invitation 
OUT: 
Nil  
 

 Motion: That the correspondence be accepted. 
 Moved:  Peter Knight      Seconded: Bob Poole                    CARRIED 
 

10. Business Arising from Correspondence:  
Albany Disbandment – Les Verco – What happened to the bus we gave them? 
Colin Benporath – That was written off. 

 
11. Financial Statement and Treasurers Report: 

 Motion: That the Financial Statement and Treasurers Report be accepted. 
 Moved:  Eric Aitkins    Seconded:  Trefor Thomas                             CARRIED 
 

12. Federal Business: 
 Colin Benporath - Things have been quiet on the Federation Front.  An investigation was conducted 

into complaints lodged by Tasmania and ACT, regarding the resignation of the previous Federation 
President and a satisfactory outcome was achieved. 
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This year on July 1st, as I alluded to in my report, the Veterans Harmonisation Legislation comes into 
effect. The major impact that will come because of this is that the Federal Constitution will need to be 
reviewed along with possible changes to how Membership admissions are managed. This will possibly 
be a good thing, as we need to have younger Veterans joining our Ranks. 
 
Motion:  To suspend standing orders. 
Moved:  Eric Aitkins    Seconded:  Ian Bourne      CARRIED 
Sheila Fielding – Occupational Therapist will address the members. 
Motion:  To resume standing orders. 
Moved:  Bob Poole     Seconded:  Geoff Sutherland     CARRIED 

 
13. General Business:  

• March General Meeting – This will be held in Seminar Room 1 
• Hoyts Theatre – Ian Bourne – We can now get 2 tickets for $1 each when attending the cinema.  

There are times that are not applicable and you will need to show your DVA Gold Card. 
• Property Report – Les Verco – Do we have a report on this? 

Bruce Newton – I have stated looking into this.  I have found some nice places but are out or our 
price range.  If we do get the right property, Disaster Relief Association (DRA) have said that the 
would sign on as long-term tenants. 

• Ambulance to hospital – Phil Heritage – I had an ambulance refuse to take me to a requested 
hospital.  My understanding is that they have an agreement with TPI Association that they are to 
address that situation at point of pick up. 

• Colin Benporath – I have been told that they will use the nearest hospital.  I explained that the 
agreement that we had made with St John’s Ambulance was that we could request to be taken to a 
certain hospital but it was then up to the ambulance crew to check with scheduling, if scheduling gave 
the OK then they may be taken somewhere else.  We had suggested that the Northern suburbs go to 
Hollywood and the Southern suburbs to go to Fiona Stanley.  This all comes down to scheduling it is 
not automatic. 

• Motion:  That Carers who bring a member to meetings is to receive a free meal. 
Moved:  Peter Knight   Motion on Notice for next meeting 

 
14. Motions on Notice:  Nil 

 
15. Raffles: 

Door Prize  Bill Sturgess    
Meat Raffle  Terry Priest  
Cash Raffle 
$50.00  Dale Skimmings     
$40.00  Les Verco 
$30.00  Tony Koch 
$20.00  Colin Benporath 
$20.00  Steve Llewellin 
$20.00   Peter Knight 
$10.00  Alan Colquhoun 
$10.00  Bill Sturgess  

16. Next Meeting: General Meeting 10th March 2026 @ 1000hrs     
17. Meeting Closed: 1041hrs 

 
Dated this 10th  day of March 2026 
 
 

    Raymond Pearce 
    Chairperson 


